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Part XII. 

TRANSMISSION OF MAIL OF AMERICAN DIPLOMATIC 
AND CONSULAR OFFICERS. 



The Secretary of State to Ambassador Penfield. 1 
[Telegram.] 

Department of State, 
Washington, November 25, 1914- 
This government is desirous of establishing uniform regulations for 
transmission of correspondence of American diplomatic and consular 
officers in belligerent territory. Inquire of Austro-Hungarian govern- 
ment whether it would agree to the following regulations for American 
diplomatic and consular officers in Austria-Hungary: First, all corre- 
spondence between American diplomatic and consular officers within 
Austrian territory to be inviolable if under seal of office; second, no 
correspondence of private individuals to be forwarded by diplomatic and 
consular officers under official cover or seal; third, official correspondence 
between American diplomatic officers residing in different countries is 
not to be opened or molested if under seal of office; fourth, official corre- 
spondence under seal of office between Department of State and Amer- 
ican diplomatic and consular officers is not to be opened or molested; 
fifth, pouches under seal passing between American diplomatic missions 
by mail or courier not to be opened or molested; sixth, correspondence 
other than that described in foregoing sent by ordinary mail to be sub- 
ject to usual censorship. Similar inquiries being made of other bellig- 
erent governments in respect to correspondence of American officers in 
their dominions. Bryan. 



The Secretary of State to Ambassador Penfield. 

No. 331.] Department of State, 

Washington, May 20, 1915. 
Sir: Referring to the Department's telegram No. 305, of Novem- 
ber 25, 1914, With regard to the establishment of uniform regulations for 

1 (Same, mutatis mutandis, to the Embassies at London, Berlin, Paris, Tokyo, and 
Constantinople, and the Legation at Bucharest.) 
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the transmission of the correspondence of American diplomatic and 
consular officers in belligerent territory, and to your telegraphic reply 
No. 334, of December 8, 1914, stating that the Austro-Hungarian 
Government have agreed to the proposal of this Government, there is 
now transmitted herewith, a copy of a telegram, dated April 23, 1915, 
which was sent, to the missions accredited to the belligerent countries 
with the exception of Vienna, concerning the use of the official pouches. 
In view of the Austro-Hungarian Government's prompt acquiescence 
in the Department's proposal of November 25, 1914, and the fact that 
the arrangement is apparently working out satisfactorily, the informa- 
tion contained in the inclosure herewith was not sent to you by telegraph. 
I am, etc., 

For the Secretary of State: 
Robert Lansing. 



[Inclosure.] 

The Secretary of State to Ambassador Sharp. 

[Telegram.] 

Department of State, 
Washington, April 28, 1915. 
Department's 310, November 25, 1914, and circular December 18, 1914. 1 
In view of understanding between United States and belligerent countries regard- 
ing inviolability of Department's diplomatic and consular correspondence, the follow- 
ing rules established by the Department are hereby called to your attention: 

1. Communications from private individuals or institutions abroad to private 
individuals or institutions in United States should not be sent in Department pouches. 

2. Personal letters from United States Diplomatic or Consular officers or employees 
of American missions or consulates abroad addressed to private individuals in United 
States may be sent in pouches, but should be censored by heads of missions with 
a view to prevent transmission of statements which would otherwise be censored by 
Governments, and should be left unsealed with postage fully prepaid. 

3. Official correspondence of diplomatic and consular officers to individuals out- 
side of Department should be marked "Official business," and should be left unsealed. 

4. Communications from nations at war to agents in the United States should not 
be transmitted through pouches. 

5. The Department reserves right to censor all mail received in the pouches. 

Bryan. 
1 Not printed. 



